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FOREWORD 


THE geograpliical pgsition of Kerala 
renUers U specially important for th^ his¬ 
torian and archaeologist' Cat nJT as it is 
fr«>m the main peninsular rndia hj' the 
Western Ghats its land communications 
have always boon difficult and streams of 
migration have tended to pass it by, as the 
predominance of ancient physical types on 
the Malabar (Joasi sho'^'s. The Rigvedio 
immigrantSi though they knew of Kerala, 
do not appear to have reachod it in any 
nnml^ers and, as ancient traditions claim., 
it 18 the land of Shiva, whose image has 
been found at Mohenio-Daro and who, it 
is now’ generally agreed, is a pra-Rigvedic 
deity. The physical type« of Kerala, the 
Dravtdian speech aiul, not the least, the 
It]egulitliic monuments which Mr. Krishna 
Iyer so fully dGseribes, all point to a link 
with the MediterTanean by way of Asia 
Minor, Just as does the culture of Mohenjo- 
Daro, and this link extends to the far 
Western Isles of Europe in one direction 



and to IndoneBla in the other. The aulhor, 
therefore, when writing of the prehistorio 
archaeology of Kerala is not dealing with 
something of merely local interest hut with 
1‘elica, fortunately preserved by partial 
Isolation, of what, to the best of our know¬ 
ledge. haa been the dominant culture of 
the temperate and subtropical zone of 
Europe and Asia in the third millenium 
B. C. 

There is every reason to hope that in 
secluded Kerala there have survived not 
only material remains of the remote past, 
but. enslirined in tradition and ancient 
cnstoin, invaluahte clues to the social and 
religious cnlture of those times. All 
scholars will, therefore, hope that this 
trcatii^e. to whioli T have the honour of 
poniributing a foreword, will he followed 
by others dealing with all aspeetsof Parouu* 
rama's land. 


A MIU.S. 



PREFACE 


IT was Alexander Pope who said that 
the proper study of mankind is man. 
Modern trends tend to belittle the value 
of scholarship and to under-rate arts and 
humanities in favour of the sciences. The 
partisans of science are never tired of 
declaring that the proper study of mankind 
is inanimate nature, but the weight and 
dignity of tradition is on the side of 
humanities. “They stand for the ancient 
manner, the exquisite grace, the mellow 
light, and the softer'shadows of time.” 

Educated men,and women cannot ad¬ 
equately discharge their duties as citizens 
without an understanding of the beliefs 
and motives underlying the daily obser¬ 
vances and religious rites of their fellow 
citizens. At a time when primitive passions 
run high even among civilized nations, the 
need for the study of humanities (anthro¬ 
pology), during the most impressionable 
years of one’s life, seems all the greater. 



Tha atudy by men of different races and 
relifnoiifi of the ciistoms and manners of 
one another may help in promoting mutual 
amity and knitting cloeely the bonds of 
unity het'i^een them and eventually also 
help ui banishing much of the communal 
animosity which is the bane of the national 
life of the present day. 

Animated by such thuughtSj the Pr&. 
hUioric ArchatQtoiif of Kgraia is being puh- 
lishedf a*; the first of a comprehensive 
heries under the general caption Ktrata— 
Paot and Pr^eni, in keeping with the Pan- 
K era la movoniont- 

Thc author is deeply grateful to Mr. 
J. P. Mills, Honorary Director of Ethno¬ 
graphy, Assam, for his valuahle tore word, 
and to the Goverment of Travancore for 
the loan of the block s> 

rirpa n mjf^fi ot A tiiii ^ „ 
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PRE-HISTORIG AftCHHEOm O^^RAtA 


n: 


r, 


OBkTTm 1 

AllOHAfi(>Litxl7 ill rmMQAd ini riHsaritl;^ a 

vljfgla for rnienriQh. Tfaf pApdij* pt 
dUD to tbo iibaBDOfl { r trAiQfld workerq wlUl ft dlTariiAf 
of kno^lfliia. Aoaording to anm 

sf ftnbifipitiiu t^riviooi to tbe ift.fli«aA hun^msL 
40011 EHvata.' Tbifl,¥iiiw la oot i^sohi^Ly ptpd, ftft i| 
itock of poly oQuutriftfl whlqk popiflUe4 dooa-; 
tp^abAiy ftYidftooft far oiAturiftti and j^TPft op* Pl 
^OQuai thoaa o'ri^ltivfl ptoptw, irhO| op. liQ,qnr own 



iDDiL'riTDJ^jAd ft3,^ tSom 

to 4ka[iaiaiA stlixiofiftftpbf^VlUt hk^ 
^Si^MudV dumzfl'kviiacnii I^OdC* frOi^Avftt pL' 

oi-^koEift clnftienl /tiriliir^Hio^ 
ktawn tdjui liy Vb4 Mcc#'. ihd^r'bKtb 
EHUi wbai^d^ Hbme. m ZaiA' fc:^ : Jd;4&3^4a if^ f 

pfM«E^lo lAftiii ft^ud^f ol ft£ol^ft^^ip)^> 

witk iioot^kl ^kp imto poii..tiiy»ftlhftrtr 

lx JjpTlUCi irS MPWU 3 ^ ^ p. 






Lb air anuc^Lii. Hari^ Dbbnograpby uiiTi;cr« ^hh [irg- 
hldborffl iLiuhaiKilDgy lincB il bogios 

Sir Loooard ^VoDUyi tha diirfeinAnitlici KTBbicDtBgiBti 
ftl-ftssed do iha wnDfc U satBaian^ dodUoKi bo^Wflon 
4rab[l6Dlo£;ii^9 and tbQtbTD;i^lagii^. nniJ lugginlcd nii 
Intareoting petrel bl I af iiDraVDiliTii Lb^ probkm ot tbu 
(last by iTgoifloan^ aurriTala Kinong Bxtiling |K:oplu^+ 
Be tbfntg Ibat tmaro li|ht mmy ba Lbrows on tbe 
probimu of ataolmt burial cruHtoiuff iu S-jutb India by 
tba mrrivak among backward Lribaa bbau by dlrcut 
irabaeologiMl OTidanaa. 

1| nmv ^ dI plauo io oot tbal t£ie 
pra^hlatorin brauah of ctbnggrapbb i^udi^ began oa m 
Franob Eobnn. Tbcr arnbiiootogy ol iba pirs-bigboric 
rommiuod & naaro iubdivkbu of othDOgrapby notil k 
TfOH piu'sajvadt wJtih Lhe aid qI tbai briiGCB □! 

man in iba aUqTiunip ia cavarna and b aoiU ctiotri* 
buted matviala □( Rraat importa udu Ihj Lbo ibydy of 
ortgma. Tbanfca to tba ratcarcbBi of U. BoeiLb, 
Tournalk and Ibba Hronil. ovidtiucai miilLipliudt bhoogb 
ibo Lbibking worid was at tintb iunrodDbut. 

It ahaLt ba mj andnavour bo 4itt from tbo oorap' 
heap of infortnatiou about ibis pru^bLitolHo antSqtihitkl 
of Kgrahi nod nrraags tbrnn iu bbolr 
with ibs aid of etbuclogy an Lhn baala of EuiupcaEi 
uuetbods. My eodemTour ihalL ba to rcicll tbo biituty 
o( bumau progrrsfi of tha oarJiaa^ man par^fuuLorly iu 
Korabi wbiob oom prints of the Btatei of TrayancCFTS^ 
Coohln and tba dietriot ?f Urbiab Malabar, in tbo light of 
luodoru do?eb|iiuoiita In l^UTOpa and Indio. Fioguiwia 


trsufcad & part of fcha aebiaot fit bis Ruds Mmummts of 
all GouniriiSt wh ’.a Dagao maiie a survof of febo Old 
Chipped Slones of India- As Head of tha Gaologteal 
Sarve? of Imlia, Bruoa Foote was the first to make a 
noUble oootribution by the pubHoatioa of hia Pre¬ 
historic Antiquities. !□ 1923, PanchaoaQ Mitm. in hia 
work on Pre-hialoric India put forward a olaasifloat ion 
of tha Stone Age cultures of ludia co the analogy of 
European culture eequeoces on typological grounds, 11 
was not, however* till the reoent Yale-Oaoibridge India 
Expedition led by Hellmutt da Terra that defioite 
strtitigraplHc e vide nee for the age-sequancea of the 
Indian Stona Age culturea was discovered* Attention 
was drawn to the sigoificauee of tbsse discoveries by 
Sir John Marshall in 1924 in bis Mohenjadarc and the 
hidus Civilization ia 193 L Tha results of excavations 
at Mohan ja'daro aud elsewhere revolutionised all exist' 
lag ideas, not only on the origins of the Indian, hut 
also on that of human civilization in general* 

In Southern India and the Deccan, where the 
megalithic remains occur in largest numbers* exca¬ 
vations took place very early and in the accounts 
published by Meadows Taylor and Breeks in the latter 
part of the nineteenth century, we are in pOBseesion of 
materlaU of the highest value* Since then a consider¬ 
able amount iit work has been done by Ijonghunt* 
Hunt, Munn, Wakefield, Yazdaai, Bicbarda and others. 
Thus, the scienoa which was born io France has spread 
to every contit,eut* 

The pro-biatoric archaeology of Kerala can there¬ 
fore only be said to be in the m^ikiog* Her traditional 
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Booirat hr«tatT Js odftirtRHl in AVafs iTs^armvMni muA 
heruMpitihi, Tiisy rBoannl ihut tfao Blo buBring in- 
woBtion of VJglitja (pBruumniB) wbi otrHgod by tb* 
AiiliiR to eypj’Btv tbc lio af bmvJng tloii} bit msthar by 
BxlirpBtin^ Ibo Kutitrlyjiat tho oooutictt of kbo Bruh' 
iBBDi. This bo udo jBipi in twcutyone oipaditioiAJi. 

At ViawAtuftrt s Kg^-'itian bo tbon esb^o oTar bIE tha 
land wilhlo (ho four aui to tboBiabig with iJl the 
blaod-guiltloofg Bttiflhed to Et* by (nBkioi thorn djink 
the witer of poigetaioa. The Brabinana turned him 
ont of tbo iBud he Lhug awtty. but, with Sabru- 
mania’i ualeUnoe. ha ahtaEned by iwBRaea from tbo 
God of the agai, Varnna. tho grutit of aotne Utid to 
dwell on, TLo throw of hli oxo wu In doteraiino the 
extant. Uo throw it from Golnmain bo Kfcoyifcniniri 
(Gape Oomcrla). 

Tba Gods w»b bo Fieft the laod khne mfraotlonaly 
won and eallsd it FaruaDnnta'e laod, aod SItb ooudfle- 
ooodcdtobe wonbivipcd at ftokaraan. tba metropolis 
of too proFineo thus reeLaimed from the aaa. To pnpto 
tbe land, Paraeyrama ii laid to bane bronght flrat of 
all a poor Brabtuio from the batik-> of the Kriitoa 
tiFar. This tnau had elfifat lone aod tha eldeit was 
made the bead of all the Bmboiaoi of Kerala nod 
loonted, H^e eay. at a pi toe near Golrarnxm and oVheri 
*ay at rnifiMpirttr (Triohnrl Itt tbe Coahln Slate. 
Otbar Brahmans wore aast brought and looated Jo eiiiy 
four ortimmt (fltlagei/. Ships witb eeeile ami aDJtnale 
next <nme. alio eiBhCeet) £fofi«ai»l<u Imo* of Brahmaas 
and Kebatrivn women) nlfo Va>hraA (CbettEa) and 
SudniES a ad the low 


JjtjiiTi "MiWllLkl b| lUlftliar", p, a^l. 
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The eifeermiuation of the Kshatriyaa referred to in 
the abova legend may be cooiidered ae poioting to the 
struggle between the Brahmans and the Kshatnyaa iQ 
which the mythioal hero is enppoaed to played a 
part. He. is suppoeed to have bean the leader of a 
band of Brahman colonists, who pressed from behind, 
had to seek fresh lands and paetnree new. This is said 
to have taken place between HOO and 1000 B* C, 
There can Bcarcely be any donbt that Kerala was 
known to the Aryans at a very early period at least 
in the £rst half of the fourth century,' In the absence 
of direct evidence bearing on the question of the first 
settlers of Kerala, we have to rely on evidence derived 
from' materials scattered all over Kerala in the forests 
in the shape of dolmeosp cairns, and itdnc cellars. 



3. Ananthakribhua Aijar, Xj. K*, ^^IjcctnJr^s an nthno- 
graphy", p, 42. 




CHAPTER ir- 

Difttritutian af Prs-biiitai'ic EVTanumflfiti 

Tiie diatribnKiDD aJ [ira-hlntni^a ix]DnimiQn.tp tfilhTi 
ihfi Eca^i of ihw primitiifii brihflv jn XadEri. Thar ara 

in A^biih, CMK NAgrnn Himth Trdimp ann Nonh- 
WtffttflTii Pfontiisr rpRicinF- Thwy ewt qTar IS ho Trbolo 
colibtiry dralELod by iha Cod&TBrJ, taora aaQimD'ily fei 
tbu yallDyB Qt bho Kriiboa, aad m «r tho 

ybati tbrouib Caiuihilora an f.kr an Capo Comorin, 
''Pro-biulorin dDlmoni or burimt aafrne* in ^bbh aro 
fotitid mod n^bar hnplamattta, Vk and 

mm ia bo mol with hero mad thara, aApocliRy In 

Iho unload a! tiha ooimbry^ aiid tlui (iqgpEfl nbo 

fcma ! tboir saimlahra in ghene CAifEia innab bmvo b^a 
mmaiig, lbs brat nattEara ol Eurmla, Sti,bjo^mlcd ntid 
baruBad bj tiha BDoaaHding oi Uumi^rMali or 

inTadarp, Ihe ranaB-iBrnn hm?Q booumo uximot oimnr 
oankariH ago, ^nd loft no tfaro bcbiad tbom cxt-o^l 
thair own mynfehres''/ Tho men of Iho BrooBn A^o 
UBod bo bury ibeCr damd olbbsr fn mti utihurni crondlllon 
or nfiar oramaiion, and raUo3 bmriitt mouadv oyor thorn. 
Tho ftohaa of ths aroma bod bodiiWi tro^obbor wi tb tool!)* 
w«apqiii| and olon^lfB are oftuu i^birarl in ur buDsatb 
uml^ Travmoooro iUoy ar^ found in ^)in A o Jan ad 
TftHoy Aod tho Cardomoui Wilh* Tho doLEn^mi are 
foua! 00 both banki of tbo Punbanax in tba Aolanitd 
ratley and Dunmaiid a widn vinw of the auTEDUndfD^ 


J. Afhuthn Wwion. C-. Stnlit tf^nuar: i> iiO. 





oAiititry AO bA AmindotEy luibihla for dflianaD^ O n 
th& H.fibtAiidi Lhfiy Ara liirgffr fa lixii ia tbo Low- 
Uudftp whora tbfly nibiliLb x prugrBiviffl ddboriorA^lQii In 
Tba f£ra4b {uauantmioD of dulmcura iu ndlary 
i^imre fchf j ll-o u many ni &l t7 di^Iutood^ Baoh 
flcnfiflni&rAQino doloiifDa ia bond in Ibo AdjA4i4d 
In Travftnfl^fD, IPhs □nilom of bury friff tbn 
ubos at]d hom^ in {hrsvaita uuifOBif aetuo qAAtfiii and 
LoffAti thinkfl i% tn Lta Lhg dcvoluftttOBfc ol thn iri 

whioK dlotnterl tha qonjbruQloB of tha mqglUlthJa 

Purpose of Me^olitbiC Monument* 

for hhc d ud ■cama to biTO hwn m pro+ 
mlnqut obrir<^a!^orir^via of maa in ibe pftlaeolitluo or 
tioolltbfo prirli-Klfi. Tha moEb iaiar^stliiff Aipcck ol 
nooLliblo lifo lay to tbo riiualatif tliO d&td wbicib oon- 
iiatod in tbe roliiDg of warka of r^u^h iliooe htat the 
defti wba wert? boriod in urnt. Tbo jdcH was tbi* tbe 
tpirib mi tliu dood aKcmfd ha girqy a limtion u io 
lifer iiTid tbifab tho ebambar of IIja d*Ad ahauld lio 
bba prjto-feypu of the boma. Tbqy appratioadcd 
tbit ^'ualafli tho do parted ipifit b*d a bomii itid 
other thinffi aa in UfOi *t wonld btrrr nstteis »Bd 
troo bfeiHimis irouad lt3 Old frbeMiB doitrff thewbv bizta to 
the hvLna''J To nooocflmodita tho spirit they aaDdtSDdt- 
od virioui ojo^iilictilc tnMJUuionti* whiob wem fudo 
atrozLiiree builfc tf birge j ioiaca of 

Wo get in impeirfrct gUiuttifl of tbo remota put 
from Witd lod Concor who tbit there ia no 


Oh V« hd.ta"i Jt* 
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monumerit deserviDg partieular nofche, The pandn- 
ktizhieB or bartows, those remaioi of priojayal ouatoms 
so oDuamoD throughout the Peoiueula, are also found 
here, though they are not □omerou.=^. In one opened 
by me at Choklcanad there was found to be a large 
earthern jar cDotaining a few rice husks*'/ Menhirs 
have been observed in parts of North Travaneore and 
Coobin- When the Varkala tunnel was bored old pots 
and human skeletons were found. These remains 
indicate that the tracts were inhabited by the same 
race of men that constructed the pandukuthies of the 
adjoining British tracts* The absence of any impJe^ 
moots associated with such huriats iadicates their 
antiquity.' 

Coming to modern times, the late Be wan Bahadur 
Dr* L* K, Anantbakriehna lyi r made a notable cintri- 
bution on the subject to the Semk Indian Encyclo¬ 
paedia and Mr* K* K. Sen Gupta, a distinguished 
geologUb in Cochin (l910-l9l3) published the results 
of bis researohes on the megalith io monuments of the 
State in the Jcurnai of the Indian Anthropological 
InstUutB The present writer published the results of 
hlB re&earcbea in Travancore in the Census Beport for 
2931 (Travancore) and the third volume of Ths Travan- 
core Tribes and Caites^ while Mr* Vasudeva Poduvaii 
Director of Archaeclogy, Travancore, made a notable 
contribution by hie excavatioDs in the High Bangee* 
Dr. A- A> yap pan published a valuable aoeount of his 


6* Ward and Connor, ''Hemolrs of Travanoofo Survey^* p.lO* 
7. Na^miah, V*, “‘Tho Tia-vanooro Sialo Manuar' 




Kki' 










A Dolmen in Anjaiiad (showing courBisd masonty on the eover slab (See p. 14) 
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0V««v^4tDDfl in North fo tko i\M 

Myiki^ Sofiicc|r. Ba n^Alord- 

Tha sfcnd^ of farfetifti^e pooplo UtIdb in our own 
dAy and Ihnn oosulog wl&bto fAuga uf madam prn' 
biatorj ii aitrjsoialf usofnl in hoping nakr an nndar^ 
staodiaj! of thft anaUtinfi of tbo aarJieit Inbabiinnta at 
our fand- Lllz^ fclia VgddiLt of CoyloOi tba ^aLapanlA^ 
rmms of TnvauDOfs afford a aiampLa. Tbair 

anatams b^npaali; a iiocplit Ilblla tbouaht in 

iheir ffubtff^tflotja, wbioU K^tura-prayidea ■□ abundanoa. 
Thair dw^^Hiog# are of tbo flimijtot ebanatorp baing 
rocIc-abeHoro ur bts-Ak"winds radbettg □□ a juaBEswood 
po«l or sujali blits made of juDgLswbnd po^tt nod wild 
plaotA^p Wuapaoa tkey baya eiodd bul iha 

ipudi Thay lita by baoiiufi nr aa tuban 
vbfob %hvy £nd in tbs inniLa. Tbs dnd ars burisd 
wbare tboy dio^ Tboy tlic gfidDAl dEi- 

appoAraDoo of 4 pwjdo wii^ou^ loAyiris aoy arohoeolo* 
£iaal IruDO. 

Tba DiaeuiTanma of re^ played aQ^j^portaiit pAft in 
tfaa aGleolion of j^iiaa for babZbi£|oa by paiaeolitbia mas. 
We God tbiolcar ^tllaaaEEnki in Soutfaam ludia than iu 
Nortbarn India- It u id fibo riTnr distria'.^ dI Soutbam 
India ^ 4 S poUeolithia man ie traced most ofiau a£hi* 
biiiu^ Tarlooe Ht'i>g04 opltnED. Tba Billa. Surgam 
OAVEH of E^amdl offair m a stem proof of tstj aarly 
pataaofitbia fa Bontharn India. Ik appaan 

hi haTe^'liyon rWoTted to from Tory Early l[inaa to 
neolithic Eimcc by a race who worn Tntgbty hantara lika 
the Matapaatarams of TrayanaoEa. Wa baTc an far no 
oridenoa b£ ^Lacutitbic man or hh industry in Hcrah, 
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qtiftrliaieti It noi fmod m nliund&DDd. 
paUooti^bia own hpposn la b&im Stn-opalanaLy ftrQilfld 
to olnr aod nplora forairti re^ioa^ wliiali web di£iimlt 
wit!i bi9 omda pricDilirn waipso^- IfbutirhllB la ihfi 
Dtinna pLaitoBii inii Bi^b ajtvti, pil^flciljltib m%a liradi 
Eflrmlm wu wibhaiil Jiny hnaun IUa.' 

Tba p4Uoo|Rbio pduod lolotHa booiitbia id Sonib- 
era lodla, wbiab beaSiCd# Ibg nuftoAtitti ceolra of Iba 
later dae^Uibla culttife ovor mbor pirlri at Iddie^ 
Throtigboni Gbg world we taa e dUmbdr of iandTalioiii 
entitiatEd^ wlah cieollDbie idda^try^ Ttii pliiiae ai 
davetiSEimeDt of bom^n IdtelU^edOO cpoiiod op tha rami 
bigb rofid to pro^re^#. Travao^m^ Coobio mad Mmlmbmr 
tnem with moDumeota to illuitrmte tbii pbiiifl af onltora. 



6. A Odidc* Ift ihtf PluiT gE the moll^-DftEiP of the Sk‘tie 
Afic. USt-J 14 . 





QUAFTm nr 

Neolithic Monucuedto in TrAvancore 

Tnn NtiW St>OD« Age i* uirkoid by Ibe 
duirdopiziBatr at loalb] ttqd religious fdcAe, Iba il^Ady 
Improvamant ot tonle, w«pOD»i And utamUfl, iba axtAB- 
ded Doaquaafr sutarinl, and the laying down ol all Ibe 
wenLlaL buoi on wbiab tba wiicty of tbe pi^«eot 
would ba rrabiog, Mon wofe bent on ImfiraTJiig tboir 
hunman and niaip On, ifftiilag lb a itindikTd of com lor 
and tm Hvolving an imprcislfc and wcTiby form of 
burial for fihalr Zmdcnl. Tboy booama trerr praatioat 
and very laligionH. 

The dotmoufl are mde ttructurei nf largo nobewn 
HtoDo raitiog on two ot roora otbAf-^ placed rraafci Tbey 
aro fonud scatbarad on tbe long ebtlo of waodad blll 9 in 
TraTaDoora. They arc general Ir oondduTHd l^p be 
'ibanm of tbe monkoys of Indla^ hnb ment of tbo 
prifniiiTB poopJo of Travancort bare no knoitiodga of 
IhRcn nor do Lbcy Of 1000 any Ininroflt in ibcoi. Tbo 
paoplo of Anjanad call them i:alimduj or abodei o| 
moDbey?. Of tbnir aoblquity, ProfMora MaodoocU 
and Kellb point out nforCDOCi in tbi wblln 

tbfl Intd Gopinatba Kan roforfl to rawari in 
and Pwronofittrn^ Tha Uralis »ll tham 
pits made by tba Pandui or Faadaias, to wbnni anolant 
oiyatciloUB oK^ntiniapta all ofot India arc Ranerally ai' 
aribod- Tbny nr a lonSrod upon by tba oroduloTii as 
wared aud dangcrons* It « 8*^^ ^hat paasanti in 
Francit) will not take sbeltin- undar thtm or at*r 
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them nighfe^ bu^ tbe Vdll&laa »Dd Mrilaptilayaa of 
Anjanad have no Buoh fear. Thoy sit under them when 
they gra^a their aattle^ Dr* Borlaoe and Dr, Stukeiej 
in England think that dolmena were conneotad with the 
activitiea of a shady priaathood* It ie averred by 
Waihouse that the people who built them were a raea 
of dwarfs about a span or cubit high, hut the results of 
ezeavation unfold a different tale* The bonea found 
are neither of dwarfs nor of gianta, but men of ordi* 
nary stature and stone-slabs used for mooumenta iodi- 
oate that they were out from solid roek and carried 
some distanoe« and the people were physically equal to 
the present race of men. 

The Uralie of Travanoora believe [that dolmens are 
pTaoea where treasure is hidden* Bnt no suoh treasure 
has been fonnd in any of them* Dolmena are burial 
chambers in which people of late neolithic times buried 
their people of importance. In Travancore they are 
invariably found on the crests of hills in the BaonI 
Bcserva, and they are built of unhewn blocks of atone* 
In the erection of dolma us, certain arcbitectural 
methods and prluolplee are obierved* By the use of 
orbho'Static reck, the manmutn of wall area wae prn^ 
vided with the minimum of thickness* With the up' 
right wall technique went hand in hand the roofing of 
narrow spaces by means of horiisontal stabs laid aarofld 
on the top of the nprighte. The second featnre of 
megatitbio monuments was the use of more or lees 
coursed masonry set without mortar, each block lying 
on its side# and not its edge* A eericB of uprights ifl 
first put in position, and over these are laid several 
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ootirgea q( rather gimtler staae?,’ A variant of the 
latter le found In the Aojanad raJla;. 

Types of Dolmens 

Aooording to OoL Meadows Taylor, the dolmotiB 
are of two kindSt those ooDiigtlog of fo^r sIodos, three 
Bupportiog stones and one oapatooe, leaying one aide 
open, and those in whioh the chamber is oloaed by a 
fourth stone; in the latter case, the fourth atone has a 
oiroular atone in it> Both these types of dolmens are 
found in Trayanoore. The dolmen at Kadnkntti in the 
Binni BeserTe ia reotangnlar and the position aboye 
ground is 8 ft. x ft* in dimensions. It haa only one 
gallery. Lengthwise^ it baa only one single upright on 
one side and two others on the opposite side. Sideways 
there is one on each side. The door is payed with a 
single stone slab. The oapstoiie is 7 ft, x 7|4 ft. and Is 
rudely triangular. The dolmen is situated on the oreet 
of a hill. It appears to haye been a dolmen of the 
earliest times af it ia built of unbewn blocks of atone. 
The presence of atones lying scattered around the 
dolman shows that it might have been ooyered with 
them. Exoayation yielded no results. 

Mateer found another group of dolmens on the hilli 
inbahtted by the Malayarayans. They stand north to 
south with a circular opening facing the south. A rude 
stone is dtted to this aperture with another aotlng as a 
lever to prevent its falling out. The atones, like atones 
at the top ard bottom, are single slabJ^ To this day^ 


9. Pefguasoii. *'Eough-Sk>tio Monuments", p. 465. 
10, Mateer, ‘"Native Life in Travancore*'. 
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tbo Pt4k$ nfmlfiiir Vitl6 dt fitdue> tbd 

farmiDif a troi, a fd«r Jaobo« y^nard. 

DotmoEi^ am aide (dand at PfsnLBttiAllpara cm bciftli 
Bidiii of ihe I^ilAyar or Pambatiiir Tlmri a piiiaU IV^U- 
tary uf tho Amarayahi wbiab tlowa is to (ho Cailv^y. 
HflTD ss a flat ]<^sL miiky tahlaLand am a laigo 
DDmhar of ddlmasa is Rraapa of thraa. four dr £?a. 
Around aash grosii Is a siToiilar ^okiqg of rou^hty hown 
fitonw :3r bouLdar?. Tbaaii groitr-^ of dotmAna ara fonod 
diikTibnlod in a alrala. Tho dtn^Riftlns of EnAinrity 
ot tba dolciiBiii iR aaat ia waat, A faw a^a aluo in the 
norfcb tn aontli djmolios^ Tha utsriglifr stodas ara 
naianiQlar In ahapo and am hb&ui ZO long, fi fE^. 
bmd and 7 ft* bjgb^ Tba dovar lUti ii 17 ii, x 7 ft;, 0’'. 
Tha floor la |»T«d with a flLiflt atino sTab 3 x 4 ft. 6'. 
Tha inner ohambtr fo 9 ffi. 11 ft. Over soioo r.f tbn 
e^ror alaba am found r^mnantfl of rchNIa etone pAdkioRp 
Thara ft a s^mi-aironlar antraoaa to tbo doltnoii on ona 
tide. IkliMt ol the dolmana ha?d four Tiprr^htat bpt o>na 
dofmea in tninii iron pi ba^ onlf thrdo uprights and oua 
oapatooa, Ibna Imping ono Mb opdn. At Vadattupam 
In Lba Malay at Inr Ecaerra tbrrd ift a dofmon ooniittlag 
of louf tiFrigbti^ but it ft AmBlIoT and orudor In ibapo 
than tboABiaiiod in tbo Attlas^d 7a||oy. 

Excantidds in Trnvancom 

Tbo Staia ArabaisoLogEat, Mr. VaAndova Fodnfal 
oondtiatad utenHirn exaftyationR In Tongnkkil nOar 
Vandiporriyar an tbs High Eangee. la oiat 1, the 
maiuromonti of tbei eapftano worn on ea averayo 9 it- 
fl inahttfl In Length, 6 ftp 10 jnebei in breadth a^d I foci 
in thiokneaip and the area uxuairatad wai 10 It. i B ft* 





i 








1.5 




15 


to a depth of ipi It- Two bndal nrm were unearthed, 
one of which wag 5 ft, 3 laohes in oirotimfereiioe 
at the month, 7 ft. 1 inch io the middle and S ft. 10 
inches in height. The Hmaller nro had a oircumferenoe 
of 3 ft 8 incheB at the month, 5 ft- G inches at the 
middle and 2 ft. G incheg in height. They were found 
aide by aide with an interTaniog space of 1 foot i in- 
ohea- The thickneea of the bigger urn is 11/16 mobeei 
while that of the email one H inch. The bigger nm 
has all round it a ring chain with parallel symmetrical 
ends. There were two more ciata in a stone circle 
whose circumference was 05 feet. Trial diggings were 
also made at Yelimalai in South TrarancoreM where 
they brought to light twenty aepulchre urns. Two of 
thenc were unearthed from one of which two iron axes 
were discovered. The pottery of the burial urns at 
Yandiperiyar and Yelitnalai it not painted and bas very 
little decoration. The larger urrs have a chain pattern 
or bead pattern drawing on the exterior close to the 
mouth. The tmaller pots found inside are of the thin 
slip variety- Two of the smaller pots inside were wide 
mouthed with deep narrow bodies and round bases. 
The relics unearthed at Yelimalai may be ascribed to 
the early Iron Age and those exhumed at Yandlpmyir 
to the neolithic period. Being half baked earthenware, 
they bad become very fragile on account of being buried 
in damp earth and had all got to broken or cracked 
that they conld not be removed/^ 


11, Travanooie Arch^^©ological Admin is tration Baport, llli 

M, pp. s-ie. 
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Farther exoavations and obaervationa Trera made 
by Mr. Podayal in the Bison Valley. Ha disooverad 
a group of lour dolmans situated within two furlonga of 
the eig at the niuth mile sixth furlong stone of the maio 
Deyikulam-PeriahaDal road. These dolmens are parallel 
to each other and faoe southwards the Muttukad 
Valley. Only the third from the west is in a state of 
good praseryation. A oist is also fonnd adjoining these 
dolmens and has been considerably damaged. The 
measurement of the dolmen in good oondition is as 
follows 



Length 

Breadth 

Eeight 

Thichmi 

Gapstone 

10' 

6i' 

5i' 

i' 

Side stone right 

7i’ 


¥ 

Bsokitone 

6i' 


5^ 

¥ 

Inside width 

4J' 





The disoovery of more dolmens was made on the Venad 
side of the Bison Valley on the Muttukad ridge. Of 
these, the first is a group of tour dolmans, three in front 
facing south, and the fourth in the baok facing east. 
The measurement of one of them is given below; 



Length 

Breadth Height 

Thioknest 

Capstone 

SyV 

5' 

r 

Side stones 

7tV 

Si' 

tV 

Back stone 

3lY 

ii' 

i' 

Inside width 

2^' 




The other dolmens are more or less of the same dimen- 
eions. The front of this dolman is covered by a stand- 
iog stone 4* X ^ X 4* thick. A dismantled rubble 
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masonry aurroiinds thie group and the inside m paved 
with stono slabs.” 

At Thondimalati Mr. Siundera exnayated eU of the 
graves found oa hill tops. They ware situated in a 
straight row, the graves being placed close to one 
another. After removing the brokan stones that 
marked the ipot was found a fiat circular atone that 
gave a hollow sound to a light tapping with a crow 
bar. Underneath it was found a large urn, the mouth 
of which was 15"' in diameter and the vertical height 
about 3i ft. placed in a vertical position in the ground 
firmly embedded in clay and graveL Each of the large 
urns contaiued eating and drinking vesselSt vases^ 
ohatlis of various sizes and shapes, some of red clay, 
others black polished both inside and outside, of very 
thin material and very brittle to handle. They were 
firmly embedded in fine red clay that seetned to have 
silted in and partly filled up the large urU} and the 
small vessels were filled with the same day very tightly 
packed, and were wedged in upon one another in such 
positions as to make it very difficult to remove them un* 
broken. Bones were-found embedded in the vessela in one 
nrn, and bones crnmbled and mixed with clay in ofehors. 
The Doctor was able to identify one of the bones as the 
hip bone of a man. On the top of one urn was found the 
blade of a sword, almost completely rusted through 
about 2? long with no sigo of a handle- Inside the 
urn were found two spear-heads and what appears to 
be an iron chiseL The urn itself and the vessels found 

13, Travsocoio ArchMolofital Administration Report, 
1114 M. E™ pp. S-lfi. 
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inside oonfom lo the varioita types ot what is oallod 
'*IroQ Age Pottery'’ lo tho Catalogue of Pn-histofic 
Antiquities in the Goyeromaot; Maienm^ Madraa ; some 
of which were taken from Tandigudi In the Palni Hills 
and other parts of the Madura district but moat of 
which are from the NilgiriSj the Coimbatore, Malabar 
and Tinueyelly distriota-’* 

The dolmens are still erected by certain tribes of 
India and Burma, the Khaei, the Munda. the Good, the 
Oraon, the Bhil of Central India, the Kurumba of the 
Nilgiris, and the Malayarayan of Trayancore* In no 
case are the dolmene of the sl^e oharacteristic of the 
pre-historio phase of civilisation^ The earliest known 
examples are the largest. The dolmens in the Anianad 
Valley and the Cardamom Hills bear out this point* 
Those found on lower elevations in the Banni and 
Malayattar Beaerves are smaller in si^e. The loss of 
culture in the case of the tribes who built megaliths is 
observed from the fact that the present day tribes do 
not usually display any tendency to oonstruot dolmens 
in Travancore. 

Dr* Hivers has brought out this feature very 
prominently among the Todas of the Niigiris, where 
dolmens are largely found. They furnish us with an 
example of a tribe at a low level of material culture 
living in a district dUed with remains of a fairly high 
civilization* Sarat Gbandra Boy has observed the same 
fact in Obota Nagpnr and Cooper in Assam, In 


l3* Baandom^ A. J., ^^DoJjnciiia iii the Palni Hillu" 

Mail AimnaJ 






A miiHAiure l>i>jiueu of iUq (See p< 10) 
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Travaneore, the Muthuvaea aad the VelEalas, who live 
in the, dolmen area io Aeiat?f\d, evinoq no iateroit in 
them. In the ease cl^Malayarayans who-erect mTnifttihre 
dolmens, a loss of culture can be detected in tlat they 
do not manipulate large stones ae their predeeesaora did. 
Travanoore furnisbeB an example of the Aojacad valley 
to illuBferate the loss of material side of culture and shows 
that ragione now inhabited by them were onoe the soenes 
of thriving eivilkation/* 

Menhir " 

Menhirs are found in parts of North Travanoore On 
the Cardamom Hills. They are very few in number 
Bruoe Foote found some meDblra of moderate sba in the 
Madura district, though without any markings. There 
is a miniature menhir, 3 feet higb, at Marayur,' called 
Vathamkollu The State Arobaeologht found four meia,^ 
hirs acd a group of dolmens in the grasalaud by the side 
of the zig on the 9th mile 6th fourlong stone of the main 
Devikulam-FeriaJcanal road in a damaged condition. 
Trial diggings were made at two dififerenfe spots on tb^ 
site. The first was beneath a meuhir T in hei^ 
from the surface, 3' 5"" in width and 3^' in thickness. 
The area dug was 10 X 8 or 80 square feet. Afttfr 
digging i i feet below the surface, a burial urn was fouud. 
It was oovered by a atone slab V 11" g^uaraand 4" thick¬ 
ness which served as its lid# The measurementi of the 
urn were:— 

14 , Kunjan PiUai, N., “The C&n^n^ Repart for 1031" (Travan- 
cora) & “^Xho TraTaucore Tri beJi Ctts^treli," 




Height: 

3*. 

Diameter of rim: 

1' ii\ 

Thickness: 


Inner Diameter: 

2' 4". 


Inside was found a ebafctyt three broken pots and ooe 
iron axQ 5i'' long H*' wide at the sharper endi li" at the 
other end and in thiokoess. The objects measared 
were:— ^ 

(i) One chatty I rid with toned bottom and ie good 

oondition with height thiokeefla aed 

diameter lOF. 

(ii) One eman pot broken blade, gbizeii, and with 
pointed bottom with height 3", tbiokneae and 
diameter 

(lii) One large pot (broken) with pointed hottom, glared 
and black with height 5i\ thioknees i'', diameter 

(iy) One small glazed (broken) pot, top black, and 
bottom red, with height thickness i*' and 
diameter 4}^ 

Bxoavationa at other mdohirs revealed more or less 
the same rcsnlt. The nrns arc found on ^aminalion 
to be coarse earthenware imperfectly baked and OTna- 
men led by a circular chain pattern or leaf pattern 
drawing on ibe rim^ Their canlenls nioetly oonBist of 
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otrihenware domestio veasela, nioh as pofes, pltohers, 
pob-atandsi bowls, and dat bottomed ohattU with red aod 
blaok sorlaoe. The disoovery of iron are od the iite of 
one toeohir indicatoe that the monuments belong to the 
Iron Age/* No modern oenotaph has the simple 
grandeur of a menh^r. They are probably memorial 
stones. 


IS* The TfavaFio^MPe Archaeoldgiisill Repoiip lill M. 
pp. 14-17. 





CHAPTBB IV 

Prehistoric Archaeology of the Cochin State 

ABOHAEOLOOISTS owe & deep debt of gratitode to 
the late Dr, L. K, Ananthakriehna Iyer and the State 
Geologist Mr, K* K* Sen Gupta for their oontributions 
ia the field of prehiefeorio aiohaeology of the Goqhin 
State. 

One olaia of sepulohral mouumeiata found in the 
Ck>obin State is kodakaUun or umbrella atooesj whiah 
are really dolmens. In Eyyah a village 17 miles from 
Triohur, about 35 dolmens were found; only three of 
them ware found in tact, while the csrstones of the rest 
have been pulled dowo* Two of the former are very 
similar in size* while the third is a little smaller than 
the other two. The capstones rest on four alightly 
inolined strong laterite support a measuring 4 feet in 
height above the ground and 11^ feet in diameter at the 
base and have a oiroumferenoe of 36 feet. The 
verticals are mdely triangular laterite stones with the 
base underground. They are 9 feet iu height from the 
apex to the middle of the base which Is fi feet long, 
while the other measures 7 ft. and 4i ft. above ground 
respectively. Excavations enfolded vossela of the most 
fragile state and a few bite of bonea not easily dietin- 
guishable were obtained* “Numerous kodakdllm and 
iopi^kaUus are found in a village adjoining the 
Vellarakel busti, half a mile uorth-eatt to the 9th mile 
gfcone on the road from Wadakanoheri to Kuonaukulamr 




Bome of thaiu beiog in a good itate of pr^aryftUoOi 
The plaoB is El regtil&r Btooe-bcDge, but on a mmi^ture 
ficale cooBlstiiog of bat-a&ones aod ombralla-stcoos in 
p[aea of doMens, menbirs, and oromleobs. Fiat stoceg 
with both placo'ooovex aod flat oironlar capatones are 
foond near Pnfebia Angadi and Manjeri CErnad talnq, 
Malabar district) respectively/*'* 

Numerous are the dolmans foond qu the Goohio 
hilla- They are generally of a reotangnlar pattern 
formed of siogle slabs of granite vertioals on the sides 
and flagged at the bottcm by similar slabs with a large 
BUperincninbant block which is rough and unhewn* 
The one opened by Dr. D. K. A. Iyer had two cells 
partitioned by a single slab of granite fi"' thick with a 
cirenlar ring ahont in diameter. The two slabs 
extending enst to west were 7' long and 4 broad and 
were very thick and massive* The interior dimeniions 
were 6' 3"' ^ 3' 7"^* Excavation of one of the cells showed 
two big burial urns filled with earth. They eonid not 
be removed unbroken* The other cell yielded two jara 
filled with earth and chattis in a broken condition. 
They are said to be wheel-made and free from decoration 
except a few lines of simple mouldings around the rim 
of the lid and tbe neck and the base of the urn- No lid 
covering the month of any of them was found, but they 
were packed to the brim with fine red earth which ie 
originally said to have been poured into them in tbe 
form of liquid and which must have later beocme 
transferred into a small mass similar in shape to the urm 

lU, Sen Gupta, E, K-, '^Mcgalithic cf the Qjcliin 

State'* (J. I* A. I,), 106 
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Ik ia IB %hh Quia at lur^h that bnaii ve9ii^[ii and 

buada are found Emb.dded. Tha floiallct v-Basda may 
baYo sonLaintd ufffiring far tbs fiptdt d kho doid and 
ibo oinmlar bala in thu cafddia a|ab idUik hmYa beBii ihu 
paUai^D khrougb whiah khi iplrit wag ailo^ni to takn 
ibo o^HTlngi. f ba iron ^mploEi^ooti phsed In iba griYa 
roiiraoDted bha toola tliM by tbo mon dnricLg thoir 

Mtp ftgn Gxipba found dalmena tow6 aboak 
Mukbalhoda and on bobb aid^t of bbfi traxnw&y lo 
Pkrmmh||t][aD]* Tb&y ara sznaU colLara biiiTt of tbioe 
nprlghfi giiiba g{ akoiiua with a oapelono trtcaimrlag 
aobio yarda, wbnrn tb fi said soiuo 
fiagag) theif days in prayer and medjfablciti^ 

Trial flxaaYatroDa reauhed in dEbappoiDtaieuti^ u* no 
human bonea worn found, tn genomli tbu cntablaturo 
abanet flffl obsgrytd with tbiir ptA^o faoffS downnard 
nr LQ^ardi Tbs uaLrancfi bo tbo dolmoDH is inYarlably 
diraotod to bbo wsm^^ tbara boijDg no doorj aitLer witb 
a odroulari uvalt or r^ol an guitar aportnra aa ara 

obsUTTod lo Franoo nr in other parba of; tba wcrid- 
Moat o( bhtim ara simple and uo cvidaBoa ii obgarvad 
aa to thoir bBtng aotered wilb a oairn nr tnintilnf-" 

Mr. Gopia abio fnnud a dolmoo BjiXS x 4^ on 
tbo edgo ci Hud iara Tbaudo. north af Anapanbban^ 
Tbo oai^tUDB Li irr^gtiliit aod fraalnr-d ab tbo 


IT. Thii Pi inrJtad 10 iha 5D4tti Indian 

OnenUJ Eacy^rirpHrdia when Dr L-K. .1. ly^rliM 

dpwlt vittl E|!|V Cochlli Prirhlitriflc 

I,'?, Gup|e+ K- K., ''yrf;Blilli!^ Alcmarnni^s of the CcvLec 

SjtdIa^ m—%pg 
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north oarnar, Thn Alhb« cKPatistod of handed lanlii. 
No Btono ITaor la obanrTfil and m thia chiwst^fvtio it ra- 
firmhlw most nt thn dotmaiiA *f iba Suto. Tbo JoKiebd 
ah EQohbaadnn Thmai^ in tho only oue in Eha SCnto that 
bu All Itt flnnlaaKd hy ilabi. but tha wettaru 

oca h\% a parabnUfl opnoiag rary neatty oblaairad mea- 
HarJog II' high and li' wfrlo at tbo kwait part mnd 
fcbf« ift olofiud by a alab Si i|^ liJaced aj^ainet \t 
from out«Idu^ Thn inner apnrfmoaSa are e' bnff 5#' 
If Ido nod 2 t biah. The o&^hocici oa thn obluff band fa 

Jdnu ttnd brnal Thft stono Hour iw eovertid hy 
& Enohau of i^oiL wblnh wbon ri:muy#if innriiMBf iho 
height oi Kba para hollo opoofag to S^| fot^. 

Menbir 

AlthougU fcbe doJoaoiiR are a eharaoknikia fnaLnra 
of tbo hrlli nod jungloi. the menbiri aro oouipiauonii by 
tboir rarity, Tbo only inatanoo ig tbo aollLary raw of 
inuabira at Kotnalapera Tbaln. Tbo largint mnnhir 
ODDBintA of on Irrognlar and Oat upright rucnolElh JS}" 
bigbp 7|^ wido nt tb* foot, Tbroo otbor imall manolitliH 
form a etraigbh row with tbo prindpol mnnbJ? In ita 
florth tijtcd to tbo wcat und tbo souths In India tho 
form o| tbs monbira v^rtm gmafily in nidify inparatod 
fooalltioBr'* Two manhiri wore Dbrarrad by Er. Ananthi' 
Wiibnn lyor in hba Triohnr tafuq. 

Burial urua are big carthnnwarn pots dUnd with 
rartb and found hurkdak a daptb of a tmw faat from tbo 
■nrfaDu They art fniand in kba foreatf of tha pfafni. 


W. S41U fill Jib, tC. ot tbu CbchiB 

StAllPi" 


4386 
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viUages, aod Id the neighbourhood of towns, Oa exea* 
iratiott 14 of them were found Id ao area of 20 square 
feet in one locality> They wore brittle and fell in 
pieces by their own weight soon as the surrounding 
earth was removed. One of them measured 2^ in 
height, 7' in oirDumferfloce at the broadest point and 
16 inches in diameter at the mouth. Examination 
shows iron implements, knives, and email swords in a 
crunibliDg state and fragments of bouea. Beads and 
braceleta whleb must have been worn by women wore 
also found in some of the urns. Pottery of various 
formSi vases, basins, eups, small vessels of antique and 
graceful forms all filled with earth were seen in them. 
Some of the vessels were neither glared nor ornamen* 
ted. It must, tbereforei be inferred that they belonged 
to a comparatively early date. The smaller ones have 
a kind of glossy appearance. This seems to have been 
caused by rubbing the surface with a muoilaginoua 
gum of Abutilum indicum/' 

The suggestion that the coDEtruotion of the 
dolmens may be attributed to Jaina ascetios should be 
taken for what is worth. Dr, Suhramon^a Iyer of Tra- 
van core cites the case of the dolmen at Santanpara 
believed to have been the abode of a hermit Santan by 
name* Mr, Gupta says that the hermit Santan must 
have used the pre-existing dolmen and turned it to his 
own use just as hermit crabs take shrlter in shells of 
gastropods, Ananthakrishna Iyer speaks of a reported 
discovery of a trident, a lamp and hooka in a dolmen, 


3.0. L, K- A, Ijer, “Pre-historic Archaeology of the Cflchin 
Stato** (South ludj&ii Oriontal HueyclDpujdia), 



Mud if tliff TnjKin IB feme, t^wson. Iof thmt oummoQfi 
C»uM bfl [a the dxplai»ttOD BtlggOlt^ AbOTO^ 

Jiquefl Boif Ar fchhjkf thftt tliQ oam^roUv polbho^ Atone- 
bBtflhiifl, ni«4A4 or cradfl potborF^ grunlto tudJ-AbonOip 
Kad primikiTA bocilti found In tho violoiby [udionto tbdb bho 
crotuLAohA florrod mme obho; pors»^ tbin mom onolralO' 
Enflnt of fttnoml moondt. Tboy Invart^^bty biYO dpoo- 
in^B racing woAfc, h fact of wbfoh Blg:DtlIoaiioo and 
impoFtatiao hearing on lha looilo of dlqfMml of Ihe dead. 
"The tbiolf fjppodp AEnaU^bodioi Kadint, lords of tlia 
blilflp am oooiidOfcvl by Sir W« W, Os Dior, m Ihs 
mnnanfe of a bfgbor raoo tban the I'nlaFu and tbo 
Btudovare of the Ansflcoala^q* Tbe^a hilla now reiy 
fcbln peopled, aboaod in bbo gmab Kboco mannmaiifti 
whiob bbo printitivo bribes niod for the dead '/* 


ai. &CH3 Oopt*. TC. K; -^ftgillihlD bfoPDfa^te of 
Ca(»tiin siiAU^V pp, infill. 





CHAPTER V 

Pre-historio Monyments in Malabar * 

HooX'CDT oaVB-toi^aibs are found in Ghflunnapara 
and ParambanfeaUi bills. Babingfeoo was the first to 
diacDver Buoh.tgmbs iti IS 19 and Rea in 1910, bufclbdr 
deeoripfciong. lacked details, Profeesor Jonveho-DabreEil 
waartihe firat to draw attantion to tbe very gr^atr interest ‘ 
attached to fehese rook-out tooiba by assigning to them 
a Yedin origin. The surfaoe indioation for- tbe under*" 
ground tomb is a oircular or square slab of stone 
covering the top opening. The tombs explored by “ 
Babington bad flymmetrically arranged stone-droleB as 
in typical oarma and urn burials* that is, tboae at 
Adittauallur. At Feroke and ParambantalH there baa 
been too much interferenoe for the atone circles to stand. 
The oapstone stands out prominently and is quite un- 
mrstakable. 

Popularly these rock^eut totobg and Bimplo funerary 
monuments are considered to be places gf MUftiadki of 
sages. A Malayali poet aeoribed them to Buddhists. 
Tbe places where Bauddba sages attained nirvana are 
still to be seen everywhere at KuUakalln, They are 
rendered unmistakable by the rosary of beads* tbe 
lamps, arrows and earthenware that are found in them. 


• The author is mdebted to Dr. A7jc.ppftii*s paper bn 

.. Rock-Cut Ca^e-Tambi at Feroke^ S. MalAbar road 

? j.'. l^.fora^the Icdiau Soloucci Gongiois in 1933 . fqt 

miit'bii rbJfttTnf Makbaj, 
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GlivttUr ftscpcHHii In (Sm ji. 

(Bj Lb4 QhitWij 1>- 4. JLjTjap^an) 










The liirgo pf ritma nme A.ro lo tiaro hece for 

ja-umiiff AgUf] i^plo divo ^ht:& vofEt roOtiiattd by 
fbe^er iooillty to b frog-fOiQ sbupo lutl bot^ped 
It Sa E&id tbftt febo ion v^ouid puh frog^lfN 
fatbar in mn nm vs-itb auflioiopt food to fiat biru lor i 
pratUj lanfl timo and bury tbo Ufti livlth propar rftual^ 
^mnnKnadf k the ammti for auub n burki OfiiH fn the 
□piDion Qf Dr. Ayyappan, tbo Bnddbilt tfftdilfoo fi 
moTO Teunnabtfl. 

Fo polar tr^^diilona ara not ab all bolpfal lo Oi in 
gefitiog HD Jdoa of tha HigaidDaneo of tbo roolr^ant 
tombs r So far M suiDbflra ga^ tboy mo to tbeoeanda 
in enob tftiu^ of Malabar* CoabJn Hod Traranaort 
DoTmeoa aod otbar yorely mogalikbio atrnottfrai ara low 
and hr betweoa* Hofik-out knmbi aft) mor* nnmarolii 
bhon djoLmuiis feod were fMnsidtjftd ki be a varmnl of 
the daegarttb. AfoUt^otu rally, Mala bu r 1$ otbd boday 
a bad^WATt] area In South loiila; m foparary tTahitoo" 
tufa too lh« forbeati Of the inodarn Makyalea may baye 
boQO EiaBV aad bstorodoi. 

The armplDib eXAHVatlODs in laberity for burial pur- 
pa%i In Malabar ara acinam or circtilar pit* to rmwlr^ 
large pyrlforin tirn?* Thpo we bmffo tba altRbtly mON 
cnniptei h uiahMu ii liollow larjjo enoogb for an nro 
with a ledge out over the ballDw for plaoing minCW 
rnnerary arbklee and a ft^ghk at two or three fftOpi 
leading froai Ibe iurfaw lof el ^ kbn Pto+ A leat for 
th^ dead k ft featnra of mAuy of tba dolmsfti lo KFtnifflOft 
with the Fonilro tombs ftod atm Oar stnpa 
(Vonifttffd rtiOolnA hate bOoo fonnd la mftOT uomk* 
tmlmModolmooe eothmL m faot, Ihare h HtOa nyideaco 


m 


thd rook-oiib Of Fon:ik >3 irom bha gcoii- 
toi B:»tL&h lEiO ^an bio^^U^b i c etiiturj doth pi dx. Tha 
pr^daesoF a 4:fJp^ f^ciad [a aot n-^id to 

Bl^*Wdrablp^ Ir^jffifassap DubfonH iq pf tha dpiDiDD bha^ 
the tomba dpo V^ilic ramtlEii^ RUTTirini 

iti thd flfl&luiton of M4lab4rK bnt Dr. Afyapp&o 
differs frdtfl U, T^k^tig! tbsJ of the pottery 

And tb« absetioe of bronze into fxsoiidenliionj the F^roke 
toojhfl are eooe[dQrcd to bo earl jar In arb than 

tho BiilflF grairoo vbfob hftTo baa 11 ti:nid at ahont 

300 a U> 

Tbe biicnao famalna found in maf^aUbhle motin^ 
meote In India bATO boon sometiDiDi burlBd^ hnt |:ier' 
hap$ moro frcquonlfy etemitol. DaaBfliQiiaLLy, & atngle 
■epolohre eoataini iiwm of burial as weD an orematioo^ 
la^tADon of urn. bnriiLL of thn «rholft body are tnet wtib 
In Blodb and TbaarBlIy. Laree jarfl mrtow at the 
notk and paiotod at the hoUool wero used and tbo body 
iDDBk hats bean rad need b hulk by diaseoUoo or 
ponndlni; bafnra it coold be paa#^ Ibrongb the tuirrow 
□flck. Eimilar lam are fottnd \ii Babytonia v^bore they 
are eoated with bltridaen, a blank acuear ot Imlae pro- 
pared froia the :(b^oe of ind4cutn* Buriat » 

mppIemonLed by other piooaatlona agaEoat the return 
of she gho*t. Aeaofd[Dg tfj Fraser, tbn praatko of 
ptaoin^ Itone&ofor the oori^o may have a aimilar origin; 
graTOi are proyfdcd with mooting, tnmb-iitEmBB or an- 
flloHureH \ti Older to keep tbe drad from walking or to 
pfflTBni the gboeta froiD re turning to t balr old haonta.” 


g?. WaifiiircaArck. Erimurd, Origin Aud D^roilapniidd^l of 
Ueral p- Mi- 
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Tbc moaa oi ^ispoBiJ of fiho dovd by hcirrd j. ona 
or oOBttdmbr* ftDiiquiiiy^ MftodoouJJ mnd KaSfct bold 
tbftt tbo HP [that ‘agnidHffdbHb' Appliai to the dead who 
were burn! Iti 4 pyra ■ the othar (matowj bebi 

burial "anagni db»idth' not bnrtit mlih firn. They ibo 
rufw to ‘ pAraiitftb" 'iMiisbg nut ' aud ^uddbl£a\ atpMiitt 
of tbn daad. Tboy add that hurkl waj not rare jg Ebo 
Bb-Ted/o r^ofiod.^ A eIoua ia aot up bt^fiwcei] the dead 
and the (0 laparato thetLi*” ManitaobbalH. 

TolkapjiiDii and Forbtiidigmfaiti afToTid a viluablo mint ef 
infonnatEOb regarding Lbo uieibodi of diipoBal sf the 
daad in Pre'DrabiiiaulQ dayn. They are vwy old Tab^it 
workv iifd to bftvo eema tebo boieg aboul the erghi 
eeutiii y A. D* Sonsa idhtilan giyo tbEm as airlier 
antiquity. The praetie^ of orectbi moontdefitfi Jp 
honour of tho doad muat bitva bdooged £0 tbd 00 u- 
Aryan trihofl bn&wn nn Mluobai. HatiihMais^ Duym 
■ □d Niahadfc^ who wore ibo Pro-LraTidiina. Tboffl 
ara rofereuosfi £0 this austou] iu ToLhapimn and 
Purananunai "'Ohi tho pgtkr who make? earthsnwar^K 

do pl^a^e tbo lira meant bodiog out of a itooe 

to ho iei up in mamery of the deaaaKd hero," It li 
pOEsiblo Lbit the aromatiog paople may baTo bouii the - 
Arynun who are said to hayo entarAd ladra about 30€0 
B_C* 


as. C&f jHmtrTp '’CkicnpMrmtiVi:' iMi^itVii” ^ 

IfiC'il'jia.jti, D, Ai, ^' IpcliKtl ^jrlbj lM|*V!!£]da 

flniniJiuitkiii^ |iFp^ 33^. 




CHAPTEE VI 

Age of Megalith] c Monuments 

Aktiquabiaks after careful reeearches have been 
able to divide megalithic monucoetits into three classee 
aooording to their contents 

{i) 'The tumuli of the Stone Age are ooDsidered to be 
the most ancient* They are often of great lize and 
are distinguished by circles of etonca and etone^ 
chambers in nhich are found the remains of un" 
burnt bodies ’with objects of stone and amber. The 
dolncen opened by Ward and Conner contained no 
implements, and probably belonged to the Stone 
Age. Thij represents the lowest state of civiliza‘ 
tion before the introduction of metafe- 

(ii) The tumuli of the Bronze Age eontaius relics of 
burnt bodies, vessels, and implements, and 
ornaments of advanced civilization. Tumuli of 
this period are rare in Kerala, but it appears that 
Mr. Bourdillon once picked up a bronze lamp which 
probably belonged to one such tumulus. 

(iii) Tumuli of the Iron Age are the most recent and 
represent a comparatively ad’vanced state of civili- 
zatioD, Iron implementSi swordSi spear* heads, and 
highly polished vessels are found in them. Exca- 
vatioDs made in Kerala go to show that ail the 
iumuli are of the Iron Ago. 


SB 


The oraoiat poinb for oonaldaratioD is th& prabable 
feiznd of thfl Iroii Age* Thia ia a feaotty problenii and it 
ia only poaiible to fix the time approximately* 
Iron was known to the Vadio Aryans from very early 
times* In the opioion of Mr. A, G Gupta, the age of the 
Big" Veda has been set down to Mlooeoe or at any rate 
the Pliocene or Fleletoeane epoch “ Though the esti¬ 
mate is based on internal eyidencei, such remote 
antiquity has not attaiped the rank of scjentifie car- 
tainty* MacdonellB* estimate may be taken as oorrect. 
The Iron Age In India may be fixed as being prior to 
3000 B. 0* 

Significance of Dolmens 

Major Mann claims that the dolmen-builders of 
the Deccan were mining for gold* copperi iron and 
diamonds. He points out that the two distriots where 
the dolmens are the thickest are Bellary and Dbarwar, 
which are riddled with old workings of goldi copper, and 
iron* The Anjanad valley is tbs home of a large con* 
oeotration dolmens. The epade of the geologist can 
alone determine what the mineral oontente of the soil 
are in Anjanad. The late Mr* Vinoent Ball says that 
gold-washiug, as practised in India, is an example of 
hnman degradation. The Qonds of Central India are 
assiduous gold-workera. They still erect mioialure 


Gu|i|** A. Om “Big'VcdiG India", VoL 1* 
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and Ibm fll3Dw atitiDg xiROfl of oanti'iuiby wiib 
Twpla nl kha irDbaio oLTilKsatlob^ ^ Xh« Klim m ban oC 
tbQ Kilgirla hf^ tba obiaf Rofd wndhera qI E^id lUadru 
PreftidnaoT daliag (ranj £00 B« C. Tba Mafayara^ARv 

<sf TmraDdor#, adoofdlnjg WilhaiJiiap m&ku ImllakiDD 
of imaii slabi of »^ci9 la bba Banni KaiiirTad 
rnreskii bn I gold wafthio;! fi not In DTEdec^e. It toay 
hiT0 Noomo a lorgOttoo wrfc. 

Megalitbio inOQUJziflD&a ia {^rta of tho 

world prmnk ffoaT? a tmiJonnlky of itrnokpi-n khak it h 
hardly compatible wtkb the kboory OE fcboir indepandank 
DTigia. Afonketina foeuiaHE attankiou an kbe eoatfnileni 
feOnAoee ot the eait on tbs went fromremoU Umoi, 
FerguMD tbinke khat the dolmoD-^binUdore wore 
Drayldlao in origin- KoggeH itfikM. a diffoTADk oako 
and opiaoi bbal they are Veddold or Anatralofd in 
arigiOf and hatwaflo tbs kfuadai of khe north and the 
Veddaa ol the aoukh there intervene the Knrnmliae, 
Inilaei khe Lfuibavani, and ktie Uralii repmiotikJng the 
Pre-Dravldiani, wbo oom ipread over kbe whale nf 
India and laker naino onder ibe InOueuqe of the Dra^ 
vidlane and the Arfani^ Amrding to FlJnden Fakrid, 
the dale of the Fro DratIdlae aulkum Ja abook SfIcO 
& G, Tbia rJaw ii noDdrmad hy Barry who boldip ' all 
Ibo world OTAfi the doltneoa prteeok enoh aiailfarlkiai 
of akmntnrB that khey rnn^k bare bjeo the worit Of 
a peopJOh ebowitig a mnnEnOD eulknre/* Baycmd 


1^' Ferry Q*t ,,' lndniniiii”. 
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TrAaintti^ Ifhlob HIDDfijS otfrfli' ■iTOM. Ajtfctn 

ncd Barmft, mBgftlitbio oioniini*iJt* ■m in *Ti(l*ilw in 
khn r^ioa of tb« Ifundu of CbOtn I^B£rnr, thd TodH 
Of »« Nilairli. »nd the fiiU‘5tlb« of TfSTiiJiiorB 
Coaclu&ion 

l'*tnK)iitoto0ioel BTufeove nlw enp ports the theory 
d( the cotonmn oWgiQ at megatikblo jaoiHjn»e«t*. Hn 
Aelotnl ranmlm fanvo bwn 60 fir nnmrtbed to hmr noy 
direot eridenoc of the Negrito i»« In TnTencore. 

hy the oituro luid the cODtonti of nbjeota 
fonndi the mcgftlithio nimtioe of the DeooftO »Dd 
Southern rndin uro Vedk nod Inter khnn >0? 

•itoilnr rwnoint. of the Cnntml Indjin Plntnnil, lr''‘iii 
vhore the nnfiure would mbib to hnea iprood Muth- 
wnrde/ Two fouil romninn hntO heeo found in Indii, 
the BnjTiOft ornuiLia nnd the Bnittot {mnium' 

Dr. Cofth in o( opininiJ the* they wo of n Veddnie tYl« 

' whieh reprortitti the Pre-DAyldiaTi tPtnto-Atiiitfrioial 
p«oplo> The ejwnwtiQn* of Mobenjn-dnro nod Snimpp. 
revenl that onn of th* *knlV» » pimto Aiiilrtlold, A 

owreeponaBoM in type w fovenlid by OOfl ol the Sopth 
Id din 9 loli* o t AditUmnllur which » onlled Proto- 
AnemloM Iry BUiot Smith.’" The phyiicil oHm* 
otarietice obeerrod Id the yhiilU nrp iDPPdnmong the 

* *f. "Ciiaiu*. H'l^ tor lw3i*”* !»!■ Vol. i- 

TWit UT. Fp. 

W. IbW.. p.ltfr- 
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exiting Sooth lodiaa triboB vhj© 

CeyloD. "There tea remnfkable similarity bat'^aeo^ 
these and the ikeletons fomid in the tomiilj of Great 
Britain, Franee, and Gemiany which exhibit featmree 
of a dolicbooaphalie people’*,*® Thtis the imifonnity 
io the atmotnre of the moDumente ie marked by a 
uniformity in the etmetnre of the contained skefetdni 
which belong to a dolichocephalic people. ^ 

While Pre*Drayidlan ie their time-hononrad appel¬ 
lation, Eiokatedt would call them Yedio* and Dr, Gnhai 
Nisbadic. Dr* Hutton has labelled them Proto- 
Auetralold after Sewell. Though the Fre-Drayidian hae 
for long stood the test of time, It ie but fitting that the 
term Proto*Australoid should continue. 



t9. NewbisgeD, ‘‘Modern Ooogiaffay” pp> Q03-—2C*. 
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